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THE CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT ACT 
 
In 1974, The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) was signed into law. The CAPTA 
federal legislation guides child protection and is elaborated in U.S. Code (42 U.S.C. 5101 et seq; 
42 U.S.C. 5116 et. seq.). It was reauthorized with significant amendments and additions in 1978, 
1984, 1988, 1992, 1996, 2003, and 2010. The Citizen Review Panels were first introduced in the 
CAPTA amendments of 1996, were further delineated in the Keeping Children and Families Safe 
Act of 2003 and were modified by some additions in the CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 2010, P.L. 
111-320. 
 
The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (IDCFS) is the agency designated in Illinois 
to implement the provisions of CAPTA and meet requirements set out in federal law. Currently 
within IDCFS, the Bureau of Operations and the Division of Policy and Advocacy administer many 
of the programs and grants required under CAPTA, including the Citizen Review Panels. CAPTA 
funds programs providing community-based prevention, adoption opportunities, and assistance 
to abandoned infants. 
 
Purpose of the Citizen Review Panels 
The Illinois Citizen Review Panel was established in 1974 pursuant to Section 106 (c) of the federal 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA). The function of the panel is to examine the 
policies, procedures, and practices of State and local agencies to evaluate whether State and local 
child protection agencies are effectively discharging their child protection responsibilities.  
 
The Citizen Review Panel duties are to evaluate: 
 

• The Illinois state CAPTA Plan and the specific areas of the child protective system which 
are addressed therein; 

• The state’s compliance with federal child protection standards and assurances set forth 
in the CAPTA law;  

• Any other criteria that the panels consider important to ensure the protection of children, 
including:  
1. Review of the extent to which the State and local child protective services system is 

coordinated with the foster care and adoption programs 
2. Review of child fatalities and near fatalities. 

 
The Development of Citizen Review Panels in Illinois 
The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (IDCFS) established Citizen Review Panels 
to examine the policies and procedures of state and local child protective service agencies. 
Authorizing legislation for the Illinois Citizen Review Panels amended the Illinois Children and 
Family Services Act (20 ILCS 505/5) effective June 1999. According to the provisions of CAPTA, 
the individual states may: 1) designate one or more existing entities to satisfy the citizen review 
requirements; and 2) appoint volunteer members who are broadly representative of the 
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community, including members who have expertise in the prevention and treatment of child 
abuse and neglect. 
 
In forming the panels, IDCFS invited existing advisory committees to take on citizen review 
activities in addition to their other interests and statutory responsibilities.   Currently, there are 
three panels operating within the Citizen Review Panels of Illinois: Child Death Review Executive 
Team, Children’s Justice Task Force and Statewide Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect.  
 
 The current panels are comprised of a variety of members who have experience working with 
children and families. The SCAN Committee has members who represent professional 
organizations, child welfare agencies, volunteer associations, and concerned citizens.  The 
Children’s Justice Task Force and Child Death Review Team Executive Council’s membership is 
inclusive of members from numerous disciplines including medicine, medical examiners and 
coroners, mental health, law, criminal justice, public health, education, social work, child abuse 
prevention, parent and child advocacy as result of previous foster care involvement.  
 
Citizen Review Panel Steering Committee met to begin to explore options for collaboration and 
panel development. One of the goals of the CRP steering committee is to meet at least twice a 
year to share information, set goals, and assess the progress of the recommendations of the 
Panels to the DCFS Director. Initial meeting participants included Coordinators and officers from 
each panel. The Steering committee will seek participation from various divisions within the 
department such as Office of Policy, Child Protection and the Division of Quality Assurance to 
gain knowledge and and real time information regarding into current policies and practices 
guiding child welfare and child protection. Steering Committee meetings were placed on hold 
during past year while individual boards work to increase membership. Both Children’s Justice 
Task Force and Statewide Citizen’s Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect experienced 
unplanned decreases in membership due to life events such as illness, retirement and increased 
employment demands. 
 
Citizen Review Panel Conference 
The Annual National Citizen Review Panel Conference was cancelled due to the COVID 19 
Pandemic. Illinois eagerly awaits being able to resume conference participation.   The annual 
conference provided educational and networking opportunities for CRP members, State 
Coordinators, Child Welfare Staff, and Child Welfare Partners that enable them to better 
understand Citizen Review Panels and the vital role and contribution of each panel collectively 
and individually. In the absence of Annual CRP Conference, several boards utilized this year to 
engage in local training opportunities via videoconferencing platforms to increase their 
knowledge and understanding of current issues within Child Welfare.  
 
Collaboration and Strategic Planning Implementation 
The CRP represents one of many advisory boards, committees and councils that have been given 
charge of making recommendations to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services to 
aid in systematic practice improvement.   To help eliminate silo work efforts, improve and 
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increase communication and collaboration across all the various entities, DCFS has recently form 
a Stakeholders Collaborative Team. 
 
The Stakeholders Team has established six areas to focus its attention on during fiscal year   2022.  
The primary objectives of this group are: 1. Improve communication and increase awareness 
about initiatives across divisions. 2. Achieve consistent messaging of efforts and    improve 
communication of stakeholder groups. 3. Achieve consistent messaging of efforts and initiatives. 
4. Decrease duplication of efforts through strategic planning and communication, 5. Ensure 
stakeholders are engaged in collaboration on recommendations for system and/or practice 
changes. 6. Ensure stakeholders are informed timely of recommendation dispositions and track 
and archive responses to recommendations to keep a historical record for reference. The CRP 
Coordinator and Committee Liaison represents the Citizen Review Panel in monthly Stakeholder 
Collaborative Team Development, Planning and Implementation Meetings. The overall objective 
of Stakeholders collaborative is to support IDCFS efforts to achieve data-driven decision-making 
and to improve the agency’s continuous quality improvement and strategic planning through 
intentional solicitation of internal and external stakeholder input. 
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RESPONSE OF THE 
ILLINOS DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 

TO THE 
ILLINOIS CITIZEN REVIEW PANELS 

COMBINED RECOMMENDATIONS 2020 
 
To:  The Illinois Citizen Review Panels 
From:  Marc D. Smith, Acting Director  
Date:  May 18, 2021 
 
The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) appreciates your dedicated service 
and we thank you for your efforts on behalf of Illinois children. We have reviewed the 2020 
recommendations from each of your respective panels and our responses are provided as follows 
(recommendation in bold, followed by non-bolded response): 
CDRT Recommendations for FY 2020 

1. DCFS needs to have standard guidelines on safe sleep.   

 

The Department is committed to continue its clear direction about prioritizing safe sleep.  We address 

it in our Home Safety Checklist, we train on Safe Sleep in our Foundational training for staff and the 

support of children and families of Illinois as it relates to Safe Sleep. 

Upon receipt of the Illinois Strategic Plan for Eliminating Sleep-Related Deaths in Babies (Illinois Child 

Death Review Teams, 2020) the Department agrees with the recommendations and continues its 

work on the following: 

• Comprehensive workgroup doing a full-scale review of P300 continues to meet and will do so 

through the end of the year when a rewrite is complete, all safe sleep practices are being looked 

at closely; 

• Office of Communications is working on the development of a year-long Safe Sleep Campaign 

set to launch July 2021.  It will include co-branded messaging with American Academy of 

Pediatrics, Audio PSA, Press releases, Pace bus posters, Instagram campaign etc.  Licensing staff 

will be providing Safe Sleep posters in all newly licensed day care facilities; and all centers at the 

time of renewal  

• The next staff training in the Safety First/Safety Always series is on Safe Sleep.  Anticipated start 

date is June 1st.  

 

2.  DCFS to require workers to ask parents to do a drug test in all death and serious harms 

cases, especially in cases involving children under age three. 2)  The team would like data 

on the effectiveness of field drug testing in immersion sites 

 

We agree, assessing for the presence or absence of drugs/alcohol in the system of the 

caregiver responsible for the child at the time of their death/serious harm is a valuable tool in 
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painting a clear picture of the circumstances surrounding the death/serious harm.  In fact, this 

occurs routinely due to the Investigative Plan created between the Child Protection Specialist 

and the Supervisor.  However, we continue to not require it as we handle each and every case 

brought to our attention in a way that attends to the unique situation. Creating an “always” 

for cases like these would be incongruent with best practice.  Finally, the Department is 

happy to discuss further with the Team the effectiveness of field drug testing in immersion 

sites, the corresponding data.   

 

 
3. The design of the new CCWIS system should have additional capability to identify prior 

history on individuals rather than just using a birth date.  One possible way would be to 

connecting family members, addresses or other identifying information; 2) IDs that workers 

check could possibly be scanned or photographed into the system to increase accuracy of 

information. 

 
The current SACWIS system provides investigators with the ability to conduct a complete 

review of all intakes naming any subject of their report.  This includes child welfare referrals, 

No-report-taken intakes, investigations, intact services, and permanency/child cases.  With the 

new CWIS system we look forward to a more inclusive way to quickly capture all of this for the 

investigator upon assignment of a report. 

 

Also, with the design of the new CWIS system, we look forward to identifying ways that 

workers can use the new technology to capture electronically the identification provided by those 

we interview. 

 

 

SCAN Recommendations for FY 2020 

1. The advisory group is recommending the Director attend one SCAN meeting a year to 

keep the panel informed of Department priorities and allow the committee to consider 

future priorities for the administration of child abuse prevention, shelter and service 

programs in Illinois. 

The Department agrees that the Director should attend one SCAN meeting a year. We will ensure 
this happens to help the committee stay informed on Department priorities to best serve the 
children and families of Illinois.  
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CHILDREN’S JUSTICE TASK FORCE 
 
The Children’s Justice Task Force (CJTF) is a multidisciplinary, legislatively-mandated advisory 
group that makes recommendations to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 
(IDCFS) for improving the investigative, administrative, and judicial handling of child abuse cases, 
particularly cases of child sexual abuse/exploitation and cases involving a combination of 
jurisdictions. The Task Force was organized in 1989 according to guidelines in the federal Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA), and it became one of the Illinois Citizen Review 
Panels in 1999. Recommendations from this panel are focused on reducing child trauma, 
enhancing the effectiveness of judicial and administrative actions in child abuse cases, and 
reforming state laws and regulations for child protection and child welfare while ensuring fairness 
to all affected persons.  
 
The CJTF members represent professionals in the fields of child protection, law enforcement, 
medical and mental health, attorneys for the prosecution and defense, criminal and civil court 
judges, education, children with disabilities, child advocates, and parent advocates. The Task 
Force currently includes 25 members appointed by IDCFS to staggered 4-year terms. In FY20, two 
new members were added to the Task Force. The task force meets four times per year at various 
locations throughout the state for general meetings and in subcommittees as needed. This fiscal 
year had a change in Task Force leadership: Virginia Zic-Schlomas, retired Sergeant of the Chicago 
Police Department serves as the chair, and Paul Hamann, President and CEO of the Night Ministry 
in Chicago, serve as the vice-chair.  
 
With the change in leadership came a change in subcommittee structure, adding the MDT 
Subcommittee and the Needs Assessment Subcommittee. The MDT Subcommittee’s mission and 
purpose is to bring the report back to life and determine where it needs to be refreshed, updated, 
and/or re-focused. Additional focus shall include how the MDT approach can be applied to 
Human Trafficking. The Needs Assessment Subcommittee’s mission is based upon the statute 
requirements. 
 
FY21 Task Force Meeting Dates: 
Videoconference Meetings 

August 12, 2020  
November 12, 2020  
February 10, 2021  
May 12, 2021 –  
 
FY22 Task Force Meeting Dates: 
Videoconference Meetings 

August 11, 2021  
November 10, 2021 
February 9, 2022  
May 11, 2022  
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CRP Annual Meeting 
The CRP Annual Conference was cancelled in 2020 due to the Covid pandemic. There are current 
plans to attend a virtual CRP conference in May of 2021. Details are forthcoming from the 
National CRP Committee.  
 
Grantees Annual Meeting 
Due to the pandemic, the Children’s Justice Act Grantees & State Liaison Officers Annual Meeting 
will be held virtually on May 6-7, 2021. Members will participate in workshops and panel 
discussions including updates and resources from the Capacity Building Center for States, 
discussions with the Children’s Bureau Leadership, and Family First Prevention Services Act and 
Title IV-E Prevention Plans Overview and Discussions.  
 
Child Protection and Legislative Education Impacting Task Force Decision Making 
IDCFS Child Protection Updates: The Task Force continues to receive updates and reports from 
IDCFS, including standard presentations from the General Counsel/Ethics Officer, the Deputy 
Director for External Communications and Advisory Groups, and the Deputy Director of Child 
Protection Services.  
 
Statewide Child Abuse Needs Assessment  
The Task Force will submit this year the FY21 three-year assessment for the period of 2019 – 
2021. The process will review and evaluate state investigative, administrative and both the civil 
and criminal judicial handling of case of child abuse and neglect, including child sexual abuse and 
exploitation as well as cases involving suspected child maltreatment related fatalities for said 3-
year period. Based upon the data encompassed in the needs assessment, the Task Force will 
make recommendations to the state to guide their work for the next three years.  
 
 
Children’s Justice Recommendations for Fiscal Year 2022 
 

1. DCFS to continue to develop and support a statewide system for investigators to have 
timely access to expert medical opinions in Child Abuse/Neglect when investigating 
certain allegations of child abuse (sexual abuse, serious harms, children under 3, 
medically complex children). 

 

2. DCFS will work to secure solutions to ensure that MDT members who are jointly working 
on child abuse investigations (e.g. CACs, medical partners, LE, DCFS, mental health 
providers) can and must share any and all information regarding cases that are being 
investigated. They will work to create systems that allow for, and require, timely 
communication and consultation of information amongst MDT members to make 
decisions. 
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3. DCFS will form a work group, to ensure collaboration across all State Agency partners in 
this important work, supported by collaboration within the Governor’s office, to advance 
the recommendations of regionally based specialization of DCFS investigators and 
improve DCFS’ role in the MDT partnership. This would include high-level leadership 
within DCFS in the child protection division. 

 

4. Experts, such as the Kirwin Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, have documented 
the impact that unconscious bias in the investigative process has on the outcomes of child 
protection cases and, most importantly, the child involved. Therefore, to ensure that 
everyone involved in the investigative process is treated in a fair, just, and equitable 
manner, it is recommended that MDT members undergo annual bias training. 

 

5. In conjunction with bias training (see rec. #4), conduct an independent or outside agency 
assessment to identify the current state and to clearly define the desired state of the 
investigative process. Once the gaps in the current state and the desired state are 
determined, the most effective steps to close those gaps should be established and 
ongoing bias training should target addressing the gaps. 

 

6. Beginning immediately, when approving potential members referred for the Children's 
Justice Task Force, the Office of the Director pays attention to and prioritizes diversity in 
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, and geographical representation, to 
ensure that the Task Force is comprised of members who, while fulfilling the mandated 
minimum number of populations and professions required by Statute, also represent the 
diversity of individuals impacted by and participating in the investigative process across 
the State of Illinois. In conjunction, the Task Force will establish an internal goal to 
prioritize diversity in the same manner through its recruitment process. 

 

7. The usefulness and benefits of technology to carry out portions of the investigative and 
judicial process related to child abuse cases (including the use of tele-mental health 
services, mental health services, Zoom for social-distanced forensic interviews and MDT 
case reviews) during the pandemic, is well documented in the mandated 2021 Needs 
Assessment commissioned by the Task Force. It is recommended that the use of such 
technology be allowed to continue and promoted to increase access and participation, as 
Illinois emerges from the pandemic and continues the journey toward "normalization." 

 

8. As recommended in the mandated 2021 Needs Assessment Commissioned by the Task 
Force, require that providers of all types of early childhood programs be trained on and 
have access to laminated information sheets on the types of bruises that raise suspicion 
for physical abuse of young children at different ages and stages of mobility, and on 
parent attributions that may flag abuse (Pierce et al, 2014). 

 

9. The Task Force and DCFS are committed to a data informed way to improve the work and 
service of the Multi-Disciplinary Team including medical and mental health providers 
collaborating with the CAC and recommends continued commitment to timely and 
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thorough sharing of select informative data. Data elements should also include data on 
racial and underrepresented group or diversity information.  

 

10. By the end of fiscal year 22, quarterly meetings between CACs and DCFS regional 
administrators be established to support and model both the collaboration and 
multidisciplinary approach to this important work. 

 
 
 
  



11 

 

 

 
CHILD DEATH REVIEW TEAMS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

 

Illinois established multidisciplinary and multi-agency child death review teams throughout the 

state with the Illinois Child Death Review Team Act (P.A. 88-614), which was signed into law on 

September 7, 1994.  The Child Death Review Team Act has been amended several times since 

1994 including August 2001, June and August 2008, August 2009, June and July 2010 and 

November 2018.  The primary goals of the Child Death Review Team (CDRT) are: 1) to review the 

circumstances of child fatalities in order to gain a better understanding of their causes; and 2) to 

recommend changes in practice and policy that will prevent future injuries and deaths.  The Child 

Death Review Team Executive Council is the coordinating and oversight body for the child death 

review teams’ activities in Illinois.   

 

Pursuant to the Act child death review teams are to be made up of at least one member from the 

following disciplines: 

• Pediatrician or other physician knowledgeable about child abuse and neglect; 

• Representative of the IDCFS; 

• State’s Attorney or State’s Attorney’s representative; 

• Representative of a local law enforcement agency; 

• Psychologist or psychiatrist; 

• Representative of a local health department; 

• Representative of a school district or other education or child care interests; 

• Coroner or forensic pathologist; 

• Representative of a child welfare agency or child advocacy organization; 

• Representative of a local hospital, trauma center, or provider of emergency medical 

services; and 

• Representative of the Department of State Police. 

 

Each child death review team elects a chairperson and vice chairperson to represent the team on 

the CDRT Executive Council.  The CDRT Executive Council includes these eighteen members and 

the Inspector General of IDCFS as an Ex-Officio member for a total of nineteen members. 

The CDRT Executive Council operates according to the following objectives:  1) to serve as the 

voice of child death review teams in Illinois; 2) to oversee the regional teams in order to ensure 

that the teams’ work is coordinated and in compliance with the statutes and operating protocol 

and best practices; 3) to ensure that the data, results, findings, and recommendations of the 

teams are adequately used to make changes in policies, procedures, and statutes to protect 

children in a timely manner; 4) to collaborate with the General Assembly, IDCFS, and others to 
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develop legislation needed to prevent child fatalities and to protect children; 5) to ensure that 

the review process for the regional teams is standardized in order to convey data, findings, and 

recommendations in a usable format; 6) to serve as a link with CDRT’s throughout the country 

and participate in the National Child Death Review Team activities; 7) to develop an annual 

statewide training symposium to update knowledge and skills of CDRT members and promote 

the exchange of information between teams; 8) to provide the teams with the most current 

information and practices concerning child death review and related topics; and 9) to perform 

any other functions necessary to enhance the capability of CDRT to reduce and prevent child 

injuries and fatalities.  Daniel Cuneo from the East St. Louis team is the CDRT Executive Council 

Chairperson. Judy Guenseth is the CDRT Executive Council Vice Chairperson. John Schweitzer is 

the IDCFS CDRT Manager, and Tamara Skube is the CDRT Executive Director contracted through 

IDCFS. 

 

FY21Executive Council Meeting Dates: 

 

Videoconference Meetings 

July 17, 2020 

August 21, 2020 

September 18, 20 

October 16, 2020 

November 20, 2020 

December 18, 2020 

January 15, 2021 

February 19, 2021 

March 19, 2021 

April 16, 2021 

 

 

Meetings with the Director of DCFS 

August 6, 2020  

October 1, 2020 

December 3, 2020 

February 4, 2021 

June 6, 2021 
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Focus Areas of Interest 

 

Annual Symposium Training and Annual Report 

The 24th Annual Child Death Review Teams Symposium is currently on hold due to Covid 19 
Pandemic. 
 
The CDRT staff are currently working on the Illinois Child Death Review Teams Annual Report 

2019.  This report provides detailed information and statistics on numerous categories of child 

death.  It also presents charts of CDRT recommendations and IDCFS responses regarding: 1) 

primary prevention; 2) IDCFS systems; and 3) other systems.   

 

 

Recommendations for FY 2022 

1. 1.DCFS needs to resume the Death Investigation statewide training as soon as possible, and to 

record the same so that training will be available remotely now, and for incoming staff at in any 

tie in the future.  

2. Complex cases with chronic medical issues should require a referral to DCFS nurse. 

 

3. 3.Many of our recommendations this fiscal year were commendations for the workers excellent 

presentation and work on these difficult cases. 
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STATEWIDE CITIZEN’S COMMITTEE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT (SCAN) 
 
STATEWIDE CITIZEN’S COMMITTEE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT (SCAN) 
The Statewide Advisory Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) of the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services “is created with the object of advising and consulting with the 
Director of the Department on setting priorities for the administration of child abuse prevention, 
shelter and service programs in Illinois.” 
 
Purpose 
The Statewide Citizen’s Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) is a legislative statutory 
advisory group established under the Abuse and Neglect Child Reporting Act (ANCRA, 325 ILCS 
5/11.7). Their responsibilities as a committee have not changed since its conception in 1998. 
SCAN advises the Department on child abuse and neglect prevention services that promote the 
health, safety, and well-being of the children throughout the state. The SCAN members are 
approved by the Director for three-year terms. The SCAN member’s experience varies across all 
disciplines impacting child welfare. Their expertise in the following areas of law, social work, 
mental health, law enforcement, education, criminal and juvenile court, family assessments, 
well-being of children and families, etc., brings focused and direct recommendations to ensure 
the Department is operating as statute requires. They are also seeking committee members 
without career background, yet who can provide highlighted opinions around the issues above.  
The SCAN committee continues to meet bi-monthly via video-conferences, teleconference and 
in person at the Chicago Thompson Center and main Springfield offices.  
 

Focus Areas in Fiscal Year 2021 

Due to the current pandemic, the SCAN Committee faced obstacles in meeting as a group to 
review case files and make recommendations, as these were only accessible office through 
secure file systems due to confidentiality and client privacy policies.  
 

Policy Review: As an alternative, the SCAN committee chose to conduct a Departmental policy 

review to provide feedback to the Director on specific changes that could be made to support 

the health, safety, and well-being of the children throughout the state. The priority policies 

chosen to review were selected to align directly with the purpose & priorities outlined in the 

established statute. These policies chosen for review, directly impact intact and investigation 

services. The advisory group was aware that program services may be subject to Federal 

guidelines/requirements or consent decrees and any recommendations rendered for change in 

procedures may not be actionable. SCAN’s objective was to potentially influence how these 
program services are monitored for compliance.  
 
Build Membership Capacity: Two new members were appointed by the Director and 
appointments were updated for all current members.  Two previous members are no longer on 
the roster. 
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CRP Engagement: The SCAN committee acknowledges the importance of collaboration and 
partnership among the other Citizen Review Panel committees. SCAN recognizes a united effort 
among the CRP groups recommendations may lead to a more integrated and systemic changes 
within the Department.   
 
SCAN Activities During Fiscal Year 2021 
 
SCAN elect a new Chair and Vice Chair and unanimously voted in two new members to the 
committee.  Meetings were converted to an all virtual platform through WebEx in compliance 
with changes to the Open Meetings Act in response to the COVID pandemic. The committee has 
been working tirelessly to bring on a board-certified pediatrician to gain expertise in this area.  
 
Several SCAN members were able to attend the Prevent Child Abuse Conference held virtually in 
November 2020. 
 
The SCAN Chair and Co-Chair attended the Quarterly Meeting of the Illinois DCFS Citizens Review 
Panel, CRP. The panel discussed: 
● Membership 
● Reviewed the state and federal statutes to ensure that all are synchronized 
● How SCAN could get assistance with satisfying the committee's neonatal mandate 
 
SCAN is working to expand collaboration among the other CRP advisory groups and councils. 
The committee has reached out to the chairs of several other taskforces and review panels to 
foster an increase in collaboration between SCAN and other recommending committees to 
work in partnership and join forces to provide effective and productive recommendations.   
 
The SCAN committee was able to attend virtually, the Human Trafficking Training presented by 
Kara Thompson and Kasandra Alvarado through the partnership with Selah Freedom. The group 
was provided information on the range of human trafficking prevention activities within the 
department by age group; and reviewed the children's human trafficking training programs by 
age group. The committee was provided time to ask questions pertaining to youth victim’s 
assistance and were provided with available educational opportunities.  
 
The committee was able to attend the Simulation Lab Training presented by Betsy Goulet, Clinical 
Assistant Professor at UIS through a virtual platform. The members were provided with a 
PowerPoint and video to show the simulated home and courtroom training experience. 
Members. The Simulation labs located in Springfield and the Chicago Emerald Office have 
increased child protection employee retention.  
 
SCAN created a bylaw subcommittee to work on comparing the committee bylaws and 
authorizing statutes for consistency. The subcommittee’s focus is to determine the language 
required for the SCAN Bylaws to reflect authorizing statutes.  
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The committee requested that the Department provide a short presentation to members that 
would cover the new online reporting system, the hotline in general, and how SCAN could assist 
in disseminating information about the online reporting system. DCFS Assistant SCR 
administrator provided a briefing to the group on Mandatory Reporter Training inclusive of the 
reporting process and the hotline.  SCAN discussed how they committee could add value and 
advance prevention efforts. 
 
The SCAN committee has been kept apprised of legislation that impacts child welfare issues 
through oral presentations by DCFS legal staff. The committee requested that the Department 
resume providing the committee with a written report containing all legislation affecting DCFS 
and identified specific areas of interest: 
•            A brief bill synopsis. 
•            Bill sponsors. 
•            Committee status. 
•            Pertinent information that would allow a proactive approach 
 
SCAN has drafted and approved a committee member profile that will assist in determining gaps 
in the expertise level of membership outlined in the Statute. The group has continued efforts 
throughout the year to obtain additional members for SCAN, specifically those with lived 
experience, those within the LGBTQ community and a board certified neo-natal physician which 
is needed to satisfy the legislative requirements. They will continue to seek diversity of 
community participants to become members at large.   
 
Policy Review 
In an effort to continue the charge of advising and consulting the Director, during the pandemic 
SCAN formed subcommittees to review current Department policies to examine whether 
programs, procedures and guidelines could be further enhanced to promote the advancement 
of child abuse prevention, ensure operational requirements are being met and to provide 
feedback on policy language that could be further enriched.  
 
SCAN considered the following Policies: 
 
POLICY 2020.05 Revisions to Procedures 302.360, Health Care Services and Procedures 315, 
Permanency Planning to implement Public Act 101-0237 
 
Policy 2020.06 Procedures 302 Appendix M, /Transition Planning for Adolescents and 
Procedures.  Update for staff on amendments to IL law affecting older youth in care 
 
Policy 2020.08  Public Act 101-0564 Redefines who is statutorily recognized as Mandated 
Reporters. Public Act 101-0237 When Mandated Reporters report to State Central Registry and 
there is a prior report 
 
Policy 2020.15 Review of home and center licensing standards 
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Policy 2020.16  This Policy Guide provides revisions to Procedures 302.388 Intact Family Services 
to add the definition of “medically complex children” and language to address the needs of 
children considered to be medically complex and their families 
 
 
SCAN FY21 Meeting dates: 
Videoconference Meetings 
July 22, 2020 (Special Call Meeting) 
August 19, 2020         
October 21, 2020     
December 16, 2020  
February 17, 2021 
April 21, 2021  
June 16, 2021  
 
SCAN FY22 Meeting dates: 
Videoconference Meetings 
August 18, 2021 
October 13, 2021 
December 15, 2021 
February 16, 2022 
April 20, 2022 
June 15, 2022 
 
 
 SCAN Recommendations for FY 2022 

 
2. The onset of the coronavirus has made this a challenging year for the Child Welfare 

Community and the SCAN committee.  The inability to meet in person coupled with 

changes within the Department caused many of the collaborative efforts usually 

performed by SCAN- tasks, reviews, and meetings to be suspended or reimagined.   

What came into focus were knowledge areas that we were less familiar with but require 

our attention. The recommendations support SCAN interest areas from now on. 

 

3. The Committee recommends that SCAN be made aware of changes to Procedure 300 

and the reasoning for the update.  It further suggests that SCAN members be notified 

and allowed to participate in annual DCFS/POS training enabling the Committee to stay 

informed of child abuse and neglect investigative allegations. 
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4. SCAN understands the gravity of the Family First Federal Initiative, its potential impact 

on prevention and family preservation services in Illinois and recommends that a SCAN 

member be appointed to the Statewide Family First Steering Committee. 

 

5. SCAN is aware that prevention and family preservation programs (i.e., Family Advocacy 

Centers, Intact Services) exist to keep families together.  The Committee recommends 

that it be informed of all existing programs in these two categories and the policies that 

guide the service delivery. It is further recommended that DCFS personnel responsible 

for these programs annually provide a written report and meet with the Committee.  

 

6. SCAN recommends that the Department institute and support quarterly meetings for all 

Citizen Review Committees, thus providing a platform for shared issue area 

collaborations. 

 

7. The information contained within the Sunshine Report, while essential, must be easy to 

access and understand by an ordinary person. SCAN recommends modifying the 

Sunshine Report, making it more user-friendly and reflecting information in real-time.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



19 

 

 

Illinois Children’s Justice Task Force 
Membership 

May 2021 
 

1.  Tamela Atwood, LCSW 
DCFS Senior Public Service Administrator 
E-mail: tamela.atwood@Illinois.gov 
 
2.  Sandra Baptist-Spruiell, BA 
Detective/Youth Service Coordinator 
E-mail:  SBaptiste@HarveyPolice.org 
 

3.  Michael Brandt, JD 
Attorney and Retired Judge 
E-mail: jdgbrandt@sbcglobal.net 
 
4.  Mari Christopherson, BA  
Executive Director, Illinois CASA 
E-mail: mari@illinoiscasa.org  
 
5.  Carrie Cohan 
Exec. Dir./Madison County CAC 
E-mail: crcohan@co.madison.il.us 
 
6.  Lark Cowart, JD 
Assistant State’s Attorney 
E-mail: lark@lark-law.com 
 
7.  Jill Glick, MD, Professor of Pediatrics,  
Child Abuse Pediatrician,  
Medical Director of Child Advocacy and  
Protective Services, U of  
E-mail:  jglick@peds.bsd.uchicago.edu 
 
8. Maureen (Molly) Hofmann, MSN,  
Assoc. Dir. of Care Coordination 
E-mail: mollywh@uic.edu 
      
9.  Paul Hamann, MA, MNA – Vice-Chair 
President, The Night Ministry 
E-mail:  Paul@thenightministry.org 
 
 

10.  Elba Karim, LCPC, CCTP 
Director, Roots and Wings  
Counseling Consultants 
E-mail:  
elba@rootsandwingscounseling.com 
 
11.  Cassandra Ma 
Director, Reclaim13 
E-mail: cassandra@reclaim13.org 
 
12.  Kim Mangiaracino, BS 
Executive Director 
Children’s Advocacy Centers of Illinois 
E-mail: kim@cacionline.org 
 
13.  Misty Marinier 
Exec. Dir./McHenry County CAC 
E-mail: mmarinier@mchenrycac.org 
 
14.  Kathy McNamara, MSW, LSW 
Community Placement Manager 
Senior Probation Officer, Juvenile Probation 
E-mail: Kathleen.McNamara@dupageco.org 
 
15.  Annette Milleville, JD, Deputy 
Supervisor 
Sexual Assault Domestic Violence Division 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
E-mail:  
annette.milleville@cookcountyil.gov 
 
16.  Channing Petrak, MBA, MD 
Medical Director, Pediatric Resource Center,  
E-mail: cpetrak@uic.edu 
 
17.  Chantelle Porter, JD 
Attorney 
E-mail: cporter@atclaw.com 
 

mailto:tamela.atwood@Illinois.gov
mailto:SBaptiste@HarveyPolice.org
mailto:mari@illinoiscasa.org
mailto:lark@lark-law.com
mailto:jglick@peds.bsd.uchicago.edu
mailto:mollywh@uic.edu
mailto:Paul@thenightministry.org
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mailto:cassandra@reclaim13.org
mailto:kim@cacionline.org
mailto:Kathleen.McNamara@dupageco.org
mailto:annette.milleville@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:cpetrak@uic.edu
mailto:cporter@atclaw.com
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18. Charles Reynard, JD 
Attorney and Retired Judge 
E-mail: charlesreynard@gmail.com 
 
19.  Char Rivette, MSW, LCSW 
Exe. Dir., Chicago CAC 
E-mail: crivette@chicagocac.org 
 
20. Prestina Singleton 
UCAN Director of Alumni Programming 
E-mail: prestina.singleton@ucanchicago.org 
 
21.  Mary Stein, JD 
 Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
E-mail: mary.joly@cookcountyil.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
DCFS Liaison:  
 
Charles H. Talbert 
Associate Director of Federal Contracts 
Department of Children & Family Services 
E-mail: charles.talbert@illinois.gov 
312.814.5510 – office 
312.909.3248 – cell (during COVID shelter-
at-home order) 
 

 
22. Brian Stoffer 
Chief of Police/Moody Bible 
E-mail: brian.stoffer@moody.edu 
 
23. Frederika Theus, PsyD, LCP 
Clinical Psychologist 
E-mail: frederikatheus@gmail.com 
 
24. Rhiannon Torres, MJ 
Foster and Adoptive Parent 
Email: rmsept81@yahoo.com 
 
25. Dion Trotter 
Cook County Sheriff 
Email: dion.trotter@cookcountyil.gov 
 
25. Virginia M. Zic-Schlomas, Ed.D 
Retired Sergeant Chicago Police Department 
E-mail: ginnyzs1@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:charlesreynard@gmail.com
mailto:crivette@chicagocac.org
mailto:prestina.singleton@ucanchicago.org
mailto:charles.talbert@illinois.gov
mailto:frederikatheus@gmail.com
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mailto:dion.trotter@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:ginnyzs1@aol.com
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Death Review Team 
Executive Council 

Membership 
Revised March 2020 

 
Aurora 
 
1.  Mary E. Jones MD, MPH, Chairperson  
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
Loyola University Medical Center 
Department of Pediatrics 
E-Mail:  maryjones@lumc.edu 
  
2.  Dan Thomas, Vice Chair   
Special Agent 
Illinois State Police 
E-Mail: Dan_Thomas@isp.state.il.us 
 
Champaign 

3.  Donald F. Davison, Jr. M.D. Chairperson 

Carle Clinic Association 
Department of Pediatrics 
E-Mail: donald.davison@carle.com 
 
4.  Brent Reifsteck, M.D. Vice Chair 
Carle Foundation Hospital 
E-Mail: brent.reifsteck@carle.com 
 
Cook B 
 
5.  Mary Joly-Stein, Chairperson 
Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney 
Supervisor, Child Protection 
E-Mail: mary.joly@cookcountyil.gov   
 
6.  Kim King, Vice Chair  
E-Mail: kim.king7495@gmail.com   
  
 
 
 
 
 

East St. Louis 
 
7.  Daniel Cuneo, PhD, Chairperson 
E-Mail: dcuneo@charter.net 
 
8.  David C. Norman, M.D. Vice Chair  
E-Mail: dnorman674@aol.com  
 
 
Cook A 
 
9.  Daniela Silaides, Chairperson  
Juvenile Justice Bureau 
Cook County State’s Attorney Office 
Email: Daniela.silaides@cookcountyil.gov 
 
10. Joan M. Pernecke, Vice Chair 
Children’s Advocacy Centers of Illinois 

Email: jpernecke@yahoo.com 
 
Marion 
 
11.  Mary Louise Cashel, Chairperson 
Department of Psychology 
Southern Illinois University 
E-Mail: mcashel@siu.edu 
 
12.  Shalynn Malone, Vice Chair 
Centerstone of Illinois 
Clinical Coordinator 
Marion ICH 
E-Mail: Shalynn.Malone@centerstone.org 
 
Peoria 
 
13.  Judy Guenseth, Chairperson 
Housing Coordinator 
City of Galesburg, Illinois 
E-Mail: jguenseth@ci.galesburg.il.us  

mailto:maryjones@lumc.edu
mailto:Dan_Thomas@isp.state.il.us
mailto:donald.davison@carle.com
mailto:brent.reifsteck@carle.com
mailto:mary.joly@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:kim.king7495@gmail.com
mailto:dcuneo@charter.net
mailto:dnorman674@aol.com
mailto:Daniela.silaides@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:jpernecke@yahoo.com
mailto:mcashel@siu.edu
mailto:Shalynn.Malone@centerstone.org
mailto:jguenseth@ci.galesburg.il.us
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14.  Tim Wilkins, Special Agent, Vice Chair 
Illinois State Police 
E-Mail: wilkint@isp.state.il.us 
 
Rockford 
 
15.  Joanna Deuth, Chairperson 
Carrie Lynn Children’s Center 
E-Mail: jdeuth@carrie-lynn.org   
 
16.  Holly Peifer, Vice Chair 
Executive Director Dekalb County CAC 
E-Mail: hpeifer@fsadekalbcounty.org 
 
Springfield 
 
17.  Dan Wright, MD Chairperson 
Sangamon County States Attorney 
E-Mail: danw@co.sangamon.il.us 
 

18.  Betsy Goulet, Vice Chair  
Assistant Professor 
UIS Child Advocacy Studies Program 
E-Mail: bgoul2@uis.edu      
 
Ex-Officio Member 
 
19.  Lester Bovia  
DCFS Inspector General 
E-Mail: Lester.Bovia@illinois.gov 
 
CDRT Executive Director 
 
20.  Tamara Skube 
E-Mail: tamara.skube@illinois.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:wilkint@isp.state.il.us
mailto:jdeuth@carrie-lynn.org
mailto:hpeifer@fsadekalbcounty.org
mailto:cbrenham@siumed.edu
mailto:bgoul2@uis.edu
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Statewide Citizens Committee on Child Abuse & Neglect (SCAN) 
April 2021 

 
 
1.  Diane Scruggs – SCAN Chairman 
Consultant  
scruggsdiane@comcast.net  
 
2.  Elaine Bailey-Johnson, B.S., M.S. 
Retired Teacher at Chicago Public Schools 
Member of African Methodist Episcopal 
Church and Church Women United 
ebj2203s@aol.com  

 
3.  Mary Bennett, BS in Education 
Retired IL Department of Corrections 
Administrator   
maryb1949@comcast.net 

 
4.  Judi E. Bradley 
Consultant 
Judi.bradleyconsulting@gmail.com  
 
5.  Veatrice Crawford, MPA 
Retired from Criminal Justice Specialist II  
Illinois Department of Corrections  
Veac22@yahoo.com 

 
6.  Jaclin Davis 
Cook County Southland Justice Council 
jdavis@sjjcouncil.org  
 
7.  Ann G. Deuel 
Interim Executive Director for St. Josephs 
Services 
dega5795@gmail.com  
 
8.  Mary Jane Forney, MA, HSBCP 
Bureau of Child Care and Development 
Public Service Administrator 
IL Department of Human Services 
Maryjane.forney@illinois.gov  
 
 

 
9.  Mary Hardy-Hall, BA 
Retired Warden and Chief of Accreditations 
and Standards with IL Department of 
Corrections 
mhardy-hall@att.net  
 
10.  Joe Hemphill, M.A. 
The Chicago School of Professional 
Psychology 
Student Support Counselor, Online 
joehemphill14@gmail.com 
jhemphill@thechicagoschool.edu  

 
11.  Nancie Brown 
Retired Public Service CBCAP Grant 
Administrator DCFS 
nbrown1952@aol.com  

 
12.  Denise McCaffrey 
Executive Director 
Prevent Child Abuse Illinois 
dmccaffrey@preventchildabuseillinois.org  
 
13.  Alicen-J McGowan, LCPC, PhD, CAS,  
RPT-S, CRADC, CMI-I 
Parent-Child Therapy, Glenview 
Addiction Therapy, Park Ridge 
DrAlicen@gmail.com    
   
14.  Shauna McGuire, Pharm. D 
Smcguire20@gmail.com  
 
15.  Delilah Nelson, BA 
Employment Security Specialist  
Illinois Department of Employment Security 
delilah731@gmail.com  

 
 
16.  Cynthia Savage-Brown, MSW, LCSW 

mailto:scruggsdiane@comcast.net
mailto:ebj2203s@aol.com
mailto:Judi.bradleyconsulting@gmail.com
mailto:Veac22@yahoo.com
mailto:jdavis@sjjcouncil.org
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mailto:DrAlicen@gmail.com
mailto:Smcguire20@gmail.com
mailto:delilah731@gmail.com
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Director of Quality Improvement and 
Monitoring at Habilitative Systems Inc.  
cyndisavage@att.net  
 
17.  Jackie Sharp, MSW, M. Ed. 
CEO for Lakeside Community Committee 
Jackiesharp1958@gmail.com  
 
18.  Alice Staley 
Insurance Company Paralegal 
Vice President, Church Women United of 
Illinois 

 
 
DCFS SCAN Liaison 
Lindsay Hyman 
Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services 
Lindsay.M.Hyman@illinois.gov  
 
 
 

alicestaley@comcast.net 
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